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affront to the prestige of an individual B, who does
not possess one, when A and B are of the same class,
But although the belief that imperial possessions
add to the dignity and glory of the State has cer-
tainly influenced the policy of the Great Powers,
this belief has done very little to set that policy
in motion. It is significant that no imperialist
statesman has ever ventured, when setting out on
some imperialist adventure, to state publicly that
he was proposing to acquire territory or a sphere of
influence in order to add to the prestige of his
country, while in similar circumstances the public
statement has often been made that the policy is
rendered necessary in order to protect or to
further the economic interests of his country* The
modem State has frequently destroyed the Indepen-
dence of African or Asiatic peoples on the pretext
that their uncivilised rulers or Government have
insulted the honour of the European State (e.g*
France conquered Algeria because its ruler
flicked the French Consul in the face with a
fly-whisk), but the belief that conquest is legitimate
merely because it is glorious is no longer accepted
by common people and cannot be said to have
played any large part in the Europeaaisation of
Africa and Asia during the last century. The